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[adele Rozmowa odbyza sie 27 listopada. i trwaza ponad tray 
podginy of 21 do 2h. F wielkin streszezeniu stanowisko C.ReR. 
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4, Kuba ὁ ralciety nie prosiita, Decyzja raadu radziec— 
kiego o zainstalowaniu na Kubie rakiet i broni strategiczne) 
postaviza Eube przead faktem dokonanym, Zgoda Kuby na te iusta 
: Iseje wynikata = praeswiadezenia wiadz repobliki o tym, 15 
| wyrmutnie wehodgza τ skiad planu globalnej strategii obozn 
᾿ soejalistyeznego. tiyrazajac zgpode na zainstalowanie rakiet 
vadzieckich, Kuba sdavate sobie sprave 2 ogromnes odpovie— 
agielnogcei i s ogromnego ryzyka, min, bomberdovania atomo- 
wego WYSDY, w wypadku swiatowego konfliktu. Decydovaz jednak 
priorytet planédw obogu i imteresdéw rewo luc jis 


ὃς Kikt 2 kierownictwa latamiskiego mie zakzadal 2 oF 
gadnej wersji mnozliwosed wyeofania tych broni 5 Kuby. dedno 
wiee 2 dwojga: albo biedem byto ich praystanie na Eiube, al- 
bo bindem byto ich wycofanie. Hajprawdopodobniej obie decy— 
586 byty biedne, prayezym ta druga napevtos 


ὃς Decysja.o weeofaniu, tak jai sformuzewane sostaia 
τ Lliécie Chruszesowa, by2a catkowityn gaskonzeniem,. Wiado— 
mosé ta zastaza Fidela Castro w niedziele 28.X. rano pray 
éniadaniv, Poegetkowo mie cheiat uvierzyés Potem w trybie 
nagiym nie porozumiewajac sie jak tylko 5 tymi wepizpracow- 
nikemi, ktérey byli pod reky, sformuzowaz deklaracje ὁ pig= 
ein dodatkowych gwaranojach 1 uatychmiast j¢ ogzosize 


kh, Procedura zastosowana przea ZSER jest niedopusZz— 
ezaina i nie do prsyjecia dla suweremnego patstwa. Wieus— 
godnienie samej decyzji jak réwnieZ agoda na kontrole bes 
consultaoji 2 readem kubatslim doprowadzizy do otvartego 
konflilctu miedzy Moskwa a Havana. . 


5, ZSRR dat bardzo wiele, nie otrayaujac niczego 


erento nape ennai deren EN A . ..---ς-ς-ς--------.- στὸ 


waamian, Cofanie sie wohee imperialism gest polityke 

aii i nieskutecana,. cvarancje, tak jak sformzowane sa 
es Kennedy” ego, nie przedstawiaja Zadnej wartosgei i nie 

prareninia ἡ istocie niczego. Zapowleas kontynuovania poli- 

ty presji ekonomicsnej ἃ dziazaluvsei dywersyjuej wyrat~ 

nie Ὁ tym Swiadezy. Jezeli newer, potralctowaé decyzje wyco- 

νον rakiet jako Tatmjaca. pokéj, to oddanie bombowodw by—~ 
Ὁ absolutnie nieuzasadnione, 


6. W czasie tajnej ozegei rozméw miedzy Fidelem a 
U Thantem, selretarz generalny OFZ oéwiadesyZ w Hawanie, 
se uprzedziz presydenta USA, ig τὶ ragle napagoi nea Kube 
gwota on posiedzenie ONZ, oskarzy USA ὁ agresje 1 poda sic 
Go dymisjie Po pretekscie rakietowym, U Thant ponowit swe 
ostraczenie, na wypadek gdyvy USA po wyeofanin radeiecricn 
instalacji nie zlikwidowaZy biltkady. 


Te Ustepsiva radzieékie sq wige jednostronne i nie~ 
skutecsne. Jest to najgorsza polityka. Prawidiora byzaby 
dedynie odpowiledZ siza na site, i na to ZSRR byte stad. 

Eile uozynit tego, albowiem strach prazed wojra jest w Surc- 
nie giéwnym elenmenten rolityki i prowadai ao btedéue A tym 
cazasem byto rzecse pena, 12. amerykanie nie ἘΞ gdecydovani 


pégéé tio kofeaciurysyhowaé wojny. Wers Ja ». 24 Chrussesow 
postanowiz pdjdd ne ust epsiwa τῇ wyni τα nagtego listy Fide~ 
lao tym, Se bombardowanie rakietowyeh. baz vadzieckich na 


Kubie jest keestig sodzin, nie odnowiada prewazie, Ostrze— 
Zenie Fidela doszio bowiem do Chruszezowa ΔΖ po wyszaniu 
prsez premiera 2SRE Listy do Kennedy” ego ze ggode ne wyco- 
fanie rakiet. Osobnik ushrojony w rewolwer matzego kelibru 
wycofujgcy swa bron w oblicgu wiekssego rewolweru prseciy 
nika nie moge twierdzicé, Ze uratowat pokéj. Zagrotzenie box 
Wien trva. Jedynea odpcowiedzia prawidzowa ‘byzoby wprowadze= 
nie do dyskusji jesgeze wiekszezo vistoletu. Konfliktu 
sbrojnego nie byitoby, albowiem USA w istocie nie do tego 
amiergaty. Chwiejne i stabe stanowisko ZSRR umoZliwito suk 
ces imperialistycsnej polityki USA. 


8. Invagzja eazy inny rodzgadj agresji USA przeciw Ku- 
bie nie nastepujg nie dlatego, Ze USA lieza sie ze sbroj— 
na odpowledzia ZSRR, ale dleatego, ge bytaby to ofronnie — 
vwajskowa ἃ politycsnie-kosstowna operacja, Kuba jest Swict- 
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nie usbrojona, ma gsnakemite wojsko 1 operacja desantowa πὸ" 
siataby kosztowaé 60.000 zotnierzy anerykatiskich. ῬΟΣ γος, 
nie bytaby to bardzo ὅχαρούντεξα kompromitacja i definitya— 
ny spadek prestiza USA. 


9, Sedno régnic Ἐκ w innym. pojmowanin lwestii wapéz- 
istuienia αὶ imperializmem i giéwnego konfliktu epoki. Nie mo- 
Ze ono polégaé na stalych ustepstwach, W Ameryce Zacinskie; 
nie rozwinezy sie ruchy w obronie pokoju, albowiem jest to 
nienosline Ὃ warnnkach, gdy jedynie abrojne stareie jest rom 

Wiggzaniem honfliktéyw miedsy krajami i masami bozostajacymi w 
valesnoget kolonialnes, a USA, Nie chodzi tu Ὁ tos Se masy na 
tej pétkuli nie snaja okropnosei wojny, alé o to Ze gnaja 
one okropnosei imperialigam, Z tego punktu widgenia obecne 
rozwiqzanie kryzysu karaibskiego nalety ugnaé sa opédénienie 
procesu rewolucyjnego w Ameryce facitsikiej ἃ wamocnienie naj 
bardszie] reakeyjnych k6z przede wszysticim w USA, a takée w 
innych krajach-kontynentu, 


10. Pod tym wagledem rozmowy Mikojana w Hawanie nie 
doprowadzity do niesego. Po pierwazych dwéch spotkaniach i 
wynianie opinii na temat historii ‘ostatnich dni i no wyjas— | 
nieniu prseg Mikojana stanowiska raizieckiego, postanowiono | 
wspoinie nie zajmowaé sie analiza przesziogei, albowiem nie ἢ 
byzo nadgiei na usgodnienie stanowishk. Rzeoz caig nalesy wi- |; 
dzieé na nleco szerszej prasacayénie ~ biednes waglednie 
oraku wogéle jakiejholwiek polityki 2Z5RR wobec keajéw kolo- 
nialnycoh i rewolueji kolonialnej.Praylzady Kongay Gwinei, 
Algerii a teraz Kuby éwiadeza, 12 ZSRR nie posiada prawidzo~ | 
wej koncepeji pomocy rewolueyjnym ruchom antyimperialistyes—_ 
nym. Stosunkowo niedamo Mototow jako Minister Spraw Zagra- 
nicznych na jednej 2 konferencji miedzynarodowych salicsyt 
Xubde do patstwowego terytorium USA, a praedstawiomy obecnie 
przez Mikojana projekt protokézu ezyli wspdinej proposyeji 
radziecko<kubantskiej fobecnie w posiadaniu Ὁ Thanta/ by 
prsykiadem ignorance ji urzeduikéw radzieckiego MSZ w odniesie- 
nin do strefy karaibskiej. Traktowat on mein. kraje Srodko- 
wej Ameryki jako catkowicie poddane USA i zaktadak prawo USA 
do decydowania w ich imienin, bez uwzgledntenia chodéby for— 
nalnej suwerennogei tych pasisty. 


11. Przervanie wymiany zdavi z Mikojanem odnognie 
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analizy bigdéw praessiosei i stopnia prawidiowogei polityki 
radzieckiej nie oznaeza, Ze de spraw nie powréei sie τὶ odpo~ 
wiednim czasie. Pelnomconictva i stanowisko Wikejana nie 
umozliviato jednak owoonej wymiany: zdati na ten temat. WY mvia 
zin ἃ tym rosmowy hawatiskie’ tyozyty sig wytgosnie prsysztoé— 
ci, wepdine} taktyki w ORZ, ‘tresoi. wepdélnych propozyeji itd. 


Ἢ gasadzie — celem polityki kubatiskioj jest nargucenie ποῦ» 


livie natyohmiastowvej dyskusji nad pigcioma punktami Fidela, 
2 tym ge eabery pPiervsgze nie podlegaja kwestii, aco do pla 
tego, ozyli waiosku o wyeofanie bazy Ww ‘Guantanamo, mininal— 

ny program polega na Togzpoezeciu Ww tej sprawie negocjacji. 


(2. Niezwykle fatalne wrazenie grobizi na kierownie— 
trie Kuby fakt, se prasa radgiecka,; a za nig i prasa innyeh 
krajdw soejalistyesnyoh, nie opublikowata tej czesei prze— 
néwienia Pidela z 1 listopada, w ktérej méwiz on ὁ τόξη3-- 
cach gdavi 2 ZSRRe Jest to ‘gkompromit owana polityka vprzemile 
ezania najpowaaniejazyeh rzecsy przed opinia publicsna. 
Komunistom jest ciesko krytykowadé kierownietwo raizieckis, 
ale nie mogna tego nie osynid, jeteli chee sie byt 7 ξξο-- 
dzie 5 sumienien Δ historias Faktty ‘ais prasa polska ten frag— 
ment mowy 118 618, opublikowaza nalesy potraktowad. bardzo po- 
sybywnies W awiezku 5 tym nie nalesy przyplsyveade wighszej 
Wasi pewnej nienfnoéad wobee SMlekivrychi-aeps Meow tol ἐπ γε 
gaobservowaé moma Ww niektérych kozaoh aparata ORI, prsevaze 
nie u towarayszy rekrubujacyoh sig a byZe§ PSP. Te miode kam 

ary, Ὁ niskin poziomie ideologicanym, ὀνβῆ starymi formz~ 
kami. Polska mimo ΠΡΟ lnytyeznyoh ‘opinii Ὁ jej fiimie cay 
abyt wielkin cofnieciu si 8. τὶ dziedzinie polityki rolinej, 
gzastuguje ua sgacunek i podziw. Pozion Kaleckiego, Langegzo, 
Schaffa nalesy orzecivstawié niskiem poziomowi teoretycz— 
nemu w kKierownictwie vadgieekim. Fakt Ze wtaénie Mikojan 
wyréeniz sie w dsiedzinie pewnych teoretycznych uogéinien, 
wymownie swiadezy ὁ poziomie teoretyesznym obecnego kierov— 
nictwa ZSRR. W mvriagin 5 +ym nalezy podkreslié wyjatkowo 
nisi i prymitywmy poziom artykutu Fonomarieta. 


13. Fytanie giéyne sprowadaza sig abecnie do tego, 
jak daleko sk?onny jest ZSRR posunaé sie i zaangaszowat w 
obrone Kubys Brak wiee nie tyle gwaraencji amerykazsiich, 
ile gvaraneji radzieckich. Stanowisko ZSRR w tej sprawic 
nie jest zgnane i Kuba skzonna jest raozej sadzic, se trud— 
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no liczyé ha decyaje ZSER prsystapienia do wojny w-obronie- 


WYSDY« Froblem ten Zostanie praeg. Kuba postawlony, 2 τ odpomiede 


nim ozasie I ‘breed odpowsednim forums, 


tlhe Kuba stol. obeonie W oblicza ogromnego Zaditita, 
frseba naprawié konsekwenc je vieddw. polityki radgieckie} 
tak na terenie Kuby, jak i na terente. ποτ κα hapitiskies, 
a nawet Afryici . Prged sizami rewolucyjuymi i ich sojusanike- 
mi w Ameryce Zabinekie} staly awa pytania: 


af Cay ZSRE ποθ pomdée gospodarezo ierajon talk o@ sic- 
bie odlegtym? ᾿ . 

b/ Cay jest w stanie obronié je wo Jskawo? 

Ne pytanie pierwssze, po latach catkowitych fiesk i 
kompromitaeji ZSRR prées niewykonariie ἀπιόν handlowyeh δ Ar— 
gentyng, brgsylia οὖν Urugrajem, τόπου. radziecka dla Kuby 
stanowi i stanowié mosé pena rehabilitacje. W dsicdzinie 
wojskove j Ὁ tes raczej wojenne} okazato si¢, Ze pomoc ta~- 
ka nie jest mottiwa. Oszabia. to snacznie sity rewo lucy jne 


ne tym kontyneticie, alvowiem wialomd, Ze nawet wwypadku 


dojéoia do wradzy droga, oko jowg, -powledamy ‘orzez:parti¢ w. 
Chile, nieunikniony jest puez.2 prava ze strony. elementéw 
wojskowyeh osy oligerchiceznyth. Wypadki z Kuby wykeza2y, Se 
partia vedzie wovesas begbronna. 


156 Jedyna prayszios¢ Hark. wytacmnie W bardzo aktyr 
nej polityoe kubaviakiej. We. poli tyke agres§ji imperialiam, 
srzede odpowiadad. polivyka. walki zorojuej. Bs. imperialigmen, 
Prayktad stoczenia sig 1. vrawie ikwidae ji brasylijskie3 
partid Komunistyc anes Prestesa, éwiadesy 0 ty do of 5280 am. 
vrowadsi reformigm, Nelezy pamigtad o referacie ‘Ruusinena 
n@ VIE kongresie Kominterm, 


16, Aktualna i Zywa jest wige, whrew pogtoskom, IT 
deklaracja hawariska, Byza ona 618 grozumianas Nie oznacsa 
ona eksportu rewolue ji, ale kagaa moZliwa pomoc istniejsaoym 
i daiatajacyn ryohom rewolucyjnyme Burtuazja narodowa, nie 
dlatego bo tak powiedziaz Stalin na XIX zjeZdgie, ale dlate— 
go, bo jest chwlejna i boi ei¢ przeksztatcei socjalistyez— 
nyech nie jest adolna i nie moze przewodzié ruchom revolucyj— 
nym, Tylko kKlasa robotnieza moze rewolueji przewodzié. 


17. MWiewgtplive ggreadzity sie pewne nastroje antyra- 


ELIA ADAIR BAA ELIANA ON et GMD tele ig ge gS 


bn Ah 


dzieckie, dabranie broni z Euby miazo flatalne nastepsiva psy= 
chologiogne a epinia, ge Kuba jest sama, moeno sig upowssech 
nita. Zeeda resid: kubatiskiego na progbe wads, vatizieckich ὁ 

nie ostrzelivarie maszyn amerykatskich. kohtrolujacyoh opera= 
eje usuvania instalacji rakietowych, zdémoralizowaza tojsko - 
kubatiskie. Obeenie wiec czeka whadze republiki wielka praca: 

praywracajaca eympatie do ZSRR. Oczywis Scie, postepowanie pra-— 
sy kubatiskiej szavierajace elementy ussezypliwosci ezy kpiny | 
pod adresem Mikejana, nie przyezyiiia sie do sukcesu tej ako Jie, 


18, Artyku2y Viktora Rico Galana, wydrukowane w meksy~ | 
katskin tygodnikn "Siempre"/gzéwny artylud sosta? przekazany 
po edpowiedniej depeszy za poSrednictwem PAP ~ 1,U./ sa τ | 
sasadzie i w gtéwnych liniach zgodne ὦ pogladami kierowniotwa 
Huby. MoZna mies uwagi co do niektérych drobiazaéw, ale w sa~ 
sadzie sa one prawidiowe, Atakowanie osobigcie osoby Chrusz— 
ezewa mogna usnad sa niefortunne, ‘ghooiags nie nalegy τὶ nadawaé | 
tem abyt Wielkiego znaczenia,. ‘Ttreeba podireslié, Ze artyiu— | 
ty swe Galan napisat prged naviaganiem koentaktéw 2 czionkami 7 
Kierowniet twa. Kuby; ἃ #e to whad ‘nie te. artykuty wumozZlivizy πὰ | 
| 
| 


dostep do Pidela ἃ Borticosa /preayaentgey ma przeprowadzony 
wywi ad, Jala ukagse sie + eawartek : 39 listopada wv "Siempre" /, 


Rogmnowa gostata po trzech. godzinach praervana Ξ wwagi 
na améczenie i pédane pore. Na progbe TOZMOWEY 5 Ὁ Εν 2g0d2iz | 
sig powrdeié do nmiej. po kilki aniacn, Zapowiedziat on réwno— | 
efesnie, if przackate swenu rosmdwey tekst: artykuzu, jaki C. 

Ἀν. napisat w Im 4950 na temat leninowskieg koneepe ji wspét— 
istnienia, kiéry to arbykut zachowuje cazkowita albualnodé. | 
Cee. Jest catonkien krajowego -kierownietwa ORI, braz udz daz ; 
w nieobecnosel Blas Roca jako jedyny byty ogtonek PSP w roz~ 
mowach a Mikojanem, wygtoeiz 7 listopada br. prseméwienie na . 
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Leopold Unger 


TRANSLATION FOLLOWS 


Minutes of Conversation with Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, President of the INRA! 
27 November 1962 


Secret 


The conversation took place on 27 November and lasted over three hours from 9:00pm 
until 12:00 midnight. The position of C.R.R. could be largely summarized as follows: 


1. Cuba did not ask for the missiles. The decision of the Soviet government regarding 
the installation of missiles and strategic weapons in Cuba was put before Cuba as an 
accomplished fact. Cuba’s approval of these installations resulted from the 
conviction of the republic’s authorities that the rocket launchers are a part of the 
global strategy plan of the socialist camp. Having expressed approval for the 


2. Nobody from the Cuban leadership took into account any circumstances in which 
these weapons would be removed from Cuba. Therefore one of these two points 
applies: the mistake was either sending them [missiles] to Cuba, or the mistake was 
removing them. Most likely both decisions were flawed, but surely the latter one 
was. 


3. The decision to remove, formulated in Khrushchev’s letter, was a total surprise. This 
message found Fidel Castro at breakfast on Sunday morning, 28 October. He initially 
did not want to believe it. Then suddenly, without communicating, but only with the 
co-workers who were at hand, he formulated a declaration about the five additional 
guarantees and immediately announced it. 


4. The procedure adopted by the USSR is not to be tolerated and is not acceptable for a 
sovereign nation. The fact that the decision itself was not coordinated, as well as the 
consent for inspections without consultations with the Cuban government, has led to 
an open conflict between Moscow and Havana. 


5. The USSR gave away a lot without getting anything in exchange. Retreating in the 
presence of imperialism is a flawed and futile policy. The guarantees, such as have 
been formulated by Kennedy, do not present any value and in fact do not guarantee 
anything. The announcement of the continuation of the policy of economic pressure | 
and diversionary activities clearly attests to that. Even if one were to treat the 
decision to remove the missiles as Saving peace, then giving away the bombers was 
absolutely unfounded. 


6. During the secret part of the talks between Fidel and U Thant, the U.N. secretary 
general stated in Havana that he forewarned the U.S. president that in case of an 
assault on Cuba he would call a UN. session, he would accuse the U.S. of aggression 


eee 
‘INRA (Instituto Nacional de Reforma Agraria) -- NIAR (the National Institute of Agrarian Reform) 
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.he would resign his post. After the missile pretext, U Thant reiterated his 
ing in case the U.S. did not lift the blockade after the removal of the Soviet 


nstallations. 


the Soviet concessions are thus one-sided and ineffective. This is the worst policy. 

' The only correct one would be a response of force to force, and the USSR was 

, capable of that. It [the USSR] did not do that because the fear of war is the main 
element of the policy in Europe and it leads to mistakes. But at the same time it was 
certain that the Americans were not ready to go all the way and risk a war. The 
yersion that Khrushchev decided to make concessions as a result of Fidel’s sudden 
letter indicating that the Soviet missile bases would be bombed in a matter of hours is 
not true because Fidel’s warning reached Khrushchev after the Soviet premier had 
already sent Kennedy the letter expressing agreement to remove the missiles. An 
individual armed with a small caliber revolver who withdraws his weapon in the face 
of an enemy’s bigger revolver cannot state that he saved the peace; for the threat 
remains. The only correct response would be to introduce yet a bigger gun to the 
discussion. Armed conflict would not take place because in fact this was not what the 
U.S. intended. The rickety and weak position of the USSR made possible the success Ὁ 
of the United States’ imperialistic policy. . 


8. An invasion or some other type of U.S. aggression against Cuba has not taken place 
not because the U.S. is taking into account the armed response of the USSR, but 
because it would be an enormous and politically costly military operation. Cuba is 
splendidly armed; it has a superb army and the landing operations would have to cost 
[the U.S.] 60,000 American soldiers. It would be a very long-lasting loss of face 
politically and a definitive decline in U.S. prestige. 


9. The essence of our differences lies in different understandings over the issue of 
coexistence with imperialism and over the nature of the main conflict of the era. It 
[reference unclear — Trans.] cannot rely on constant concessions. The movements for 
protecting the peace did not develop in Latin America because that is impossible 
under conditions where an armed encounter is the only solution to conflicts between 
countries or where the masses are left to colonial dependence on the U.S. The point 
here is not that the masses in this hemisphere do not know the horrors of war, but that 
they know the horrors of imperialism. From this point of view, one should recognize 
the current solution of the Caribbean conflict as a delay in the revolutionary process 
in Latin America and a strengthening of the most reactionary circles, above all in the 
U.S., as well as in other countries on the continent. 


10. On that score, Mikoyan’s talks in Havana did not lead to anything. After the first two 
meetings and the exchange of opinions on the history of the most recent days, and 
after Mikoyan’s explanation of the Soviet stance, it was jointly decided not to focus 
on an analysis of the past as there was no hope for agreement. The entire matter 
should be seen on a somewhat broader plane, that is, a flawed one in relation to the 
general lack of any Soviet policy toward colonial countries and the colonial 
revolution. The examples of the Congo, Guinea, Algeria and now Cuba testify that 


the USSR does not possess a proper conception of its assistance to the anti-imperialist 
revolutionary movements. At one of the international conferences not too long ago, 
Molotov as the Minister of F oreign Affairs included Cuba in the national territory of 
the United States. The current draft of the protocol by Mikoyan, that is, the joint 
Soviet-Cuban proposal (currently in the possession of U Thant) is an example of the 
ignorance of Soviet officials in the MFA2 with reference to the Caribbean zone. 
Among other things, he treated the countries of Central America as entirely subject to 
the U.S. and he assumed the right of the U.S. to make decisions on their behalf 
without taking into consideration even the formal sovereignty of these nations. 


11. The ending of the exchange of opinions with Mikoyan over the analysis of past 
mistakes and the degree of correctness of Soviet policy does not mean that the matter 
will not be returned to at an appropriate time. The plenipotentiary status and the 
position of Mikoyan, however, did not render possible a fruitful exchange of opinions 
on this topic. In relation to this the Havana talks exclusively referred to the future, 
the joint tactic in the U.N., the content of the joint proposals, etc. In substance, the 
goal of Cuba’s policy is to impose possibly an immediate discussion of Fidel’s five 
points, where the first four are not debatable, and the fifth is a motion to remove the 
base at Guantanamo; the point of this minimal program is to begin negotiations on the 
matter. 


12. The fact that the Soviet press, along with the press of other socialist countries, did not 
publish the part of Fidel’s speech from 1 November in which he talked about the 
difference of opinions with the USSR made an unusually ill-fated impression on 
Cuba’s leadership. This is a shameful policy of concealing the most serious matters 
from public opinion. It is hard for communists to criticize the Soviet leadership, but 
one cannot not do it if one wants to follow one’s conscience and be in accord with 
history. The fact that the Polish press published this excerpt of Fidel’s speech should 
be treated very positively. In this regard, one should not attach more importance to 
the distrust towards certain political aspects of the PUWP? which one can observe in 
some circles of the ORI‘ apparatus, mostly on the part of comrades who were 
recruited from the previous PSP°. These young cadres, of a low ideological level, 
live by the old formulas. Despite, for example, critical opinion of its films or too 
great of a retraction in the area of agriculture policy, Poland deserves respect and 
admiration. One should contrast the level of Kalecki, Lange, and Schaff with the low 
theoretical level in the Soviet leadership. The fact that it was precisely Mikoyan who 
distinguished himself in the field of certain theoretical generalizations attests 
emphatically to the theoretical level of the present leadership of the USSR. In 
relation to this one should emphasize the exceptionally low and primitive level of 
Ponomarev’s article. 


eee 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
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The main question currently boils down to how far the USSR is inclined to move and 
engage itself in the defense of Cuba. Thus, there is not so much a lack of American 
guarantees as of Soviet guarantees. The Soviet position in this matter is not known 
and Cuba is inclined to think that it is difficult to count on a Soviet decision to join 
[przystapic] a war in defense of the island. This problem will be raised by Cuba at an 
appropriate time and in an appropriate forum. 


Cuba is currently confronting an enormous task. One has to repair the consequences 
of the mistakes of Soviet policy both on Cuba’s territory and on the territory of Latin 
America, and even Africa. There were two questions facing the revolutionary forces 
and their allies: 


a) Can the USSR give economic assistance to countries that are so far away? 
b) Isit [the USSR] able to defend them militarily? 


As far as the first question is concerned, after years of complete fiascos and the 
humiliation of the USSR due to not fulfilling commercial contracts with Argentina, 
Brazil or Uruguay, Soviet assistance for Cuba is making and may make a full 
rehabilitation. In terms of the military, or rather war, it turned out that such assistance 
is not possible. This significantly weakens the revolutionary forces on this continent, 
because it is known that even if one comes to power following a peaceful path, let us 
say the party in Chile, a putsch from the right, from the military and oligarchic 
elements, is unavoidable. The incidents with Cuba showed that the party would then 
be defenseless. 


The only future lies exclusively in a very active Cuban policy. One has to respond to 
the aggressive policy of imperialism with a policy of an armed fight with imperialism. 
The example of the tumbling, and near abolition, of the Brazilian communist party of 
Prestes testifies to where reformism leads. One should remember the report of 
Kuusinen at the VII Comintern congress. 


Thus, contrary to the rumors, the Second Havana Declaration is current and alive. It 
was badly understood. It does not signify the export of revolution but every possible 
assistance to existing and active revolutionary movements. The national bourgeoisie, 
not because Stalin said so at the XIX congress but because it is rickety and afraid of 
socialist transformations, is not capable of and cannot lead revolutionary movements. 
Only the working class can lead the revolution. 


Certain anti-Soviet moods undoubtedly have been born. Taking away weapons from 
Cuba had ill-fated psychological consequences and the view that Cuba is alone 
became very widespread. The consent of the Cuban government to the request by the 
Soviet authorities not to shoot down American aircraft that were inspecting the 
removal of the missile installations demoralized the Cuban army. Thus, currently the 
great work of restoring sympathy towards the USSR awaits the authorities of the 


_ republic. Obviously, the conduct of the Cuban press, which contains elements of 


acrimony or mockery directed at Mikoyan, does not contribute to the success of this 
action. 


18. The articles of Victor Rico Galana, printed in the Mexican weekly, “Siempre”, (the 
main article was delivered after a proper dispatch through the mediation of PPA® — 
L.U.) are, in principle and according to the main lines, in accord with the views of the 
Cuban leadership. One may remark on certain details, but in principle they are 
correct. Personally attacking Khrushchev can be taken as unfortunate, even though 
one should not attach too much importance to it. One has to emphasize that Galan 
wrote his articles before contacting members of the Cuban leadership, and these are 
exactly the articles which enabled him to get access to Fidel and Dorticos (he has 
conducted an interview with the president which will appear on Thursday, 29 
November in “Siempre”. : 


The conversation ended after three hours due to fatigue and the late hour. At the 
request of the interviewer, C.R.R. agreed to come back to it in a few days. At the 
same time he announced that he would deliver to his interviewer the text of the article 
which C.R. wrote in 1950 on the topic of the Leninist conception of coexistence ~an 
article that is entirely topical. C.R.R. is a member of the national leadership of ORI, 
he participated, in the absence of Blas Roca, as the only ex-member of the PSP in the 
talks with Mikoyan, and on 7 November this year he gave a speech at the October 
Academy. 


Leopold Unger 


[Source: Archivum Akt Nowych, Warsaw, Poland. 237/XXII/] 090, 1961-1963, karty 245. 
Translated by Malgorzata Gnoinska.] 
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